N.V'(p)
where V'(p) is the variance of the probability between trials. Since both phenomena reflect opposite trends, it may occur that they be of equal strength. It thus follows that the observed variance complies with a Poisson variance whereas, in fact, the events are not random.
Needless to add, both variations in the probability of daily deaths may occur simultaneously due to seasonal peaks and also due to day-night changes in hospital care. The fact that the authors' daily mortality does not follow a Poisson law in small hospitals may suggest that the several factors responsible for the variability of the probability cannot reach the appropriate equilibrium within a snmall sample. 
